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Media Release 
4th August 2008





            FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ardoch Youth Foundation appoints first Chief Executive 
Mandy Burns has been appointed the first CEO of Ardoch Youth Foundation, extending her decade of service that began with an offer to volunteer with kids in schools for the Victorian based not for profit.

The new position was formed following the move of the Ardoch founder Kathy Hilton OAM to a nonexecutive role earlier this year.

Ms Hilton began Ardoch in 1988 in response to the needs of homeless students at the inner-Melbourne Ardoch High School. The Foundation continues to link communities to schools to make education a reality for children and young people across Australia – especially those overcoming disadvantage.

David Southwick, President of Ardoch’s Board of Directors, said an intensive period of interviews with several candidates confirmed Ms Burns, the current General Manager, was the best person for the job.

“It gives me great pleasure to announce that the Board of Directors have appointed Mandy Burns as the CEO of the Ardoch Youth Foundation,” he said.

“On behalf of the board I would like to congratulate Mandy on this appointment and next stage of her career. Having a new CEO, a leadership structure that invests in professional management and a dedicated staff, means we are well positioned to support the community in recognising that the best education comes when the government and community do it together.”

Ms Burns, who previously worked in WA as a psychologist with an interest in women’s and adolescent health, first met with Ardoch in 1997 when she wanted to volunteer in one of its four partner schools.

“I had just moved to Melbourne from Perth and was looking for something I could feel passionate about doing,“ she said.

“I was impressed by the proactive approach of Ardoch and I wanted to see how such a small organisation with less than five fulltime staff could effect so much change.”
Ardoch saw her potential and invited her to work part time as both Programs Manager and Volunteers Coordinator.
In the 10 years since, Ms Burns has guided much of Ardoch’s growth into early learning centres and its expansion across Melbourne, to regional Victoria and interstate. She was appointed Deputy Director in 2003 and in 2006 became General Manager working closely with Ms Hilton.
Ms Hilton said no one could be better equipped to lead Ardoch now.
“Mandy and I have been working as a team for 11 of the 20 years since the founding of Ardoch,” she said. “It's most appropriate, and my great pleasure, to hand over the executive role of this wonderful community organisation to her."

Ms Burns said it was exciting and an honour to lead such an innovative organisation.

“I want to continue the terrific work of our founder, whose unrelenting passion has led us to continue to professionalise and broaden our scope,” she said.

“We are now national with 36 sites and we want to do more to make sure we change the world of education for kids.

“I relish this opportunity to create more choices for kids through education and create a collaborative education system for every child and young person - especially the really vulnerable. We will be able to do it with the valuable contributions of our staff, board, volunteers and enthusiastic supporters.”

Background Information

Ardoch Youth Foundation develops and coordinates projects that ensure all children and young people have everything they need to access, participate and achieve in education. The projects bring the community together to support the education of all young people, and aim particularly to assist children who are experiencing or at risk of experiencing disadvantage.
All Ardoch community volunteers pass screening and are provided with training to ensure they will be positive adult role models for children and young people with whom they work. Anyone interested in volunteering can call the Ardoch Education Support Centre on (03) 9537 2414.
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