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Media Release
October 22nd 2010						FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Sunshine North Kindergarten welcomes their new lending library

Sunshine, 3 - 4 November, 2010: Members of the Student Ambassador Leadership Program (SALP) from Melbourne University and the Ardoch Youth Foundation collaborated to open a lending library for the students at Sunshine North Kindergarten.

To celebrate the opening of their new lending library, Sunshine North Kindergarten will be hosting an open day on the 3rd and 4th of November. The open days will centre on literacy themed activities, musical sessions and a visit from popular children’s author, Hazel Edwards. It is hoped that the event will create an engaging learning environment and show the students that reading can be an exciting and enjoyable experience. The open day is also a fantastic opportunity to engage parents and encourage them to integrate reading and literacy in their homes.  

In total, over a hundred books were donated to the kindergarten from book companies, libraries and friends of the kindergarten. Many of Sunshine North’s students are from non-English speaking backgrounds, so many of the books donated to the library are bilingual which opens up boundaries for both students and parents to engage fully in the reading experience. 

The opening of the library was made possible by the work of 7 students from the Student Ambassador Leadership Program (SALP) and the Ardoch Youth Foundation. Working closely together, these organisations raised the necessary funds through a bake sale held at Melbourne University to establish the library and purchase books and bilingual reading materials. 

The details of the open day are as follows:

School:	Sunshine North Kindergarten
Date:    	Wednesday, November 3 & Thursday, November 4, 2010
Time:		10:00AM to 2:00PM
Where:		Sunshine North Kindergarten 
		Phoenix Street
		Sunshine North VIC 3020
Guests:	Hazel Edwards – 4 November

The event will provide a great photo and interview opportunity to highlight the importance of literacy for young children on their education and development. 

Media Inquiries:
Rebecca Howard, Ardoch Youth Foundation, (03) 9537 2414 or rebecca.howard@ardoch.asn.au

Ardoch Youth Foundation:
Ardoch Youth Foundation develops, coordinates and delivers projects that ensure children and young people have everything they need to access, participate and achieve in education. The projects bring the community together to support the education and wellbeing of children and young people, and aim particularly to assist those who are experiencing or at risk of experiencing disadvantage. Further information www.ardoch.asn.au.

Student Ambassador Leadership Program:
SALP is an extra-curricular program at the University of Melbourne which provides opportunities for students to create networks and to establish projects that address needs in the community. 
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