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            FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Mirvac helps Stonnington children get a better start to the day

Healthy and nutritious breakfasts are now a reality for students at Stonnington Primary School thanks to the construction of a purpose built kitchen and after-school care facilities, generously donated by developer Mirvac, with support from GE Money and children’s charity, the Ardoch Youth Foundation.
On 15 August 2008, Mirvac Victoria Marketing & Customer Relations Manager Megan Marmur officially opened the brand new facilities alongside Stonnington Primary School principal, Gayle Yardley, and Founder of the Ardoch Foundation, Kathy Hilton OAM, at a morning tea featuring healthy treats prepared by the schoolchildren themselves.
With many students regularly going without breakfast, the Stonnington Primary School has been providing healthy morning meals for some time; however the school’s rundown kitchen proved a hindrance to the program’s expansion.
The $35,000 centre developed by Mirvac features a fully integrated kitchen donated by IJF kitchens, Smeg appliances including cook top, two 600mm ovens and range hood, Fisher and Paykel fridge and freezer, floor coverings donated by RG Floors and Chair biz furniture.  GE Money also generously contributed $10,000 towards the centre’s development.
In conjunction with Mirvac’s construction work, Stonnington Primary School and the Ardoch Youth Foundation have proactively developed a healthy eating program designed to teach students an understanding of nutrition, as well as basic cooking skills, which can in turn be practiced at home.

Stonnington Primary School Principal, Gayle Yardley, says, “Mirvac have done an astounding job of bringing it all together and making this a reality.  It has been so exciting to see the kitchen transforming into a modern and much more functional space; it will have such a great impact on our healthy eating program.  Our new kitchen is about ensuring all children have the opportunity to start the day with a positive outlook and a healthy breakfast, so they are ready for learning.”

Mirvac Victoria’s Megan Marmur, says “At Mirvac, we put a strong emphasis on giving back to the community.  With the assistance of Ardoch, we were delighted to achieve this by building a new kitchen facility that’s already offering immediate nutritional and educational benefits to the students of Stonnington Primary School.”  

Mirvac Victoria has been working with Ardoch Youth Foundation since 2007; raising thousands of dollars to assist in expanding the charity’s important work within local schools.

Ardoch Youth Foundation is a non for profit organisation that works nationally with disadvantaged children and young people by providing aid and education as a means for creating options and choices in life. 

Since the beginning of 2008, 25 staff from Mirvac Victoria have been working with Ardoch on a Literary Buddy Pen Pal program with Grade 5 students from Sunshine Primary.  This program plays an important role in providing disadvantaged children with positive working role models and at the same time provides Mirvac staff with the ability to give back to the community.

Mirvac also provide support through a schedule of promotional events; last year hosting a fashion fundraising event at the prestigious T5 building at Docklands that raised over $11,000 for the charity. 

For further information regarding the Ardoch Youth Foundation’s important local community work or to make a donation, visit www.ardoch.asn.au.  
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