[image: image1.jpg]Making education a reality

-/\‘;. - \\\ :,«"/:L«j\‘/’ ‘ ! 3 :_f/‘/‘ ! :"‘ b
VaAarnnthlh [ Aarrrm skl AN
'outn roundaation



Media Release 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ardoch Volunteers - Making a Difference for Local School Children
In 2008, Ardoch Youth Foundation volunteer Karen Taranto has juggled tertiary study, working part time in a retail store, helping with sessions at a local dance studio and her commitment to volunteering for two and a half hours per week at a local Frankston primary school. 
Karen discovered Ardoch when looking for local volunteering opportunities. She comments, “I felt a strong urge to contribute to a society that has given so much to me.”  After looking through Ardoch’s website Karen completed a volunteering expression of interest and was guided through the short process of becoming an Ardoch volunteer. The process includes three local training sessions and a Police and Working with Children check.
Karen began at one of Frankston’s local schools in term one and has volunteered at the school each week throughout the school year. Karen says
“I take years 3, 4, 5 and 6 students each week for dance sessions. I love dance. The joy that comes from dancing is universal. I witness this joy when the children I work with - children who may not normally have the opportunity to dance - learn routines and perform them for their friends and teachers. It’s such a pleasure to see these children enjoy an activity that made me so happy when I was growing up.” 
The dance sessions have provided children with a new opportunity for learning and self expression, enhancing their connection with school and motivation to learn. Karen herself is a great positive role model for the children as she develops supportive relationships with the students and demonstrates her own love of learning.
Karen is one of a growing number of Ardoch volunteers. Currently Ardoch has over 300 volunteers across Melbourne providing both educational and emotional support to children and families. Volunteers range from 18 years to 78 years of age and all contribute great value to students’ learning, whether working 1:1 as a mentor or tutor, supporting groups of students in the classroom or taking on a specific activity; including dance, knitting, chess, painting, cooking or gardening.

Karen has greatly enjoyed her local volunteer role and intends to continue juggling her time, committing to volunteering in 2009. “The children have come to mean a great deal to me,” Karen says, “I believe organisations such as Ardoch and the activities they support are key factors in shaping cohesive communities.”

The Ardoch Youth Foundation is working with schools in Frankston, Seaford and Carrum Downs to overcome barriers that can prevent children fully participating in education. More volunteers are always needed to support children in the Frankston area and Ardoch welcomes applications from people from a diverse range of backgrounds who can serve as positive adult role models. If you are interested in volunteering in schools in the Frankston area contact Judi Stanton by phone on 9785 2130 or by email judi.stanton@ardoch.asn.au.For more information visit www.ardoch.asn.au
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