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            FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Children suffer most in hard times
The global financial crisis is hitting close to home with an increasing number of local young people and families facing hardship and demand for social services intensifying. 
The ultimate victims of the economic downturn are those who can least afford it.  Families are struggling to provide basic needs and education for children, and recent figures show an increase in disadvantaged and homeless students in our schools.

The latest ABS data found almost 700,000 Australian children living in households where no parent is working, while in Victoria homeless children have risen to the record level of almost 20,500. 

It is the most vulnerable members of our community – our children - who are being hit the hardest by the crisis. 
Anne Batrouney, Project Coordinator for the Ardoch Youth Foundation, says service  providers and charitable institutions are battling an increase in demand for services with a broader demographic of clients experiencing hardship, coupled with a reduction in the supply of funds and resources. 
  “More and more we’re assisting clients you would not stereotypically assume to be disadvantaged.  Issues like retrenchment and high rental costs mean any unexpected costs are now impossible to meet,” says Ms Batrouney

She has also seen an increase in transient families unable to provide permanent accommodation for their children in Melbourne, and people struggling to secure medium to long term housing arrangements. 

The Ardoch Youth Foundation is working to link schools in Melbourne with the community and provide education and opportunity for children and young people including those experiencing homelessness and disadvantage. 
Ardoch’s online Gift Catalogue gives everyone an opportunity to really make a difference this Christmas.  Gifts ranging from a week of met tickets to breakfast for a year mean anyone can give a gift that gives twice.  All gifts are tax deductible, and help to support children and young people living in poverty, living with disadvantage, or living with a lack of real opportunities.   
For more information and gift catalogue purchases visit www.ardoch.asn.au. 
For more information, interviews and enquiries, please contact Janet Inglis, Marketing and Fundraising Manager on 0401 718 073.
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