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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
A Celebration that Makes a Difference

Children at Richmond West Primary School have a new outlook on learning thanks to the generosity of guests at a birthday party with a difference on Sunday, May 25.

More than 100 strangers to the school took up paint brushes, shovels and hammers to complete a renovation rescue at Richmond West in honor of their mate’s 40th birthday.

Party host David Opat knew turning 40 was a big deal, but decided to volunteer with the Ardoch Youth Foundation rather than have just a night out with friends.

“I’m not a party animal and I thought I would like to use my party as a vehicle to contribute something. Even if people gave donations I thought it was better to get people out there and doing it themselves,” he said.

Richmond West Principal Peter Lord said the school community was amazed with the results.

“One of the projects was laser cut lettering that they painted and put across a dull wall to give that end of the school a lovely lift. We now have three vegetable patches out side classrooms ready for planting, a mural, the sandpit playground area totally refurbished and landscaped, and a lot of outdoor seating given a spruce up with nice green timber fence paint,” he said.

“We’ve had the kids, parents and teachers all make positive comments about the school this week. We are very pleased that Ardoch referred David to us.”

Ardoch’s Jennifer Gerrard who coordinated the event said more than $2000 was donated and spent making a big difference to one of the poorest schools in Victoria.

“It was fantastic to see one community making a difference to another community that was less fortunate than their own,” she said.

“For a lot of the students in the Richmond public housing their back garden is literally the school grounds. But the security provided by high fences at the back of the school didn’t provide the most welcoming atmosphere.”

“The school needed to make the grounds as welcoming as possible and now it looks lively, colourful and inviting.”

Ardoch is a not for profit organisation, working with Richmond West and other local schools to make education a reality for all young people, especially those overcoming disadvantage such as homelessness.

Richmond West students thanked David by decorating a party room at the school with balloons, honey joys and handmade cards written in different languages. They will have their own opportunity to add to the improvements, with eight cedar totem poles set up in the grounds for the kids to decorate as part of their art studies.
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