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Media Release

 Friday 7th March 2008 





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ARDOCH YOUTH FOUNDATION FOUNDER HONOURED FOR INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Kathy Hilton OAM, Founder & Executive Director of Ardoch Youth Foundation, was today one of thirty remarkable women from across Victoria who had their names added to the Victorian Honour Roll of Women to mark International Women’s Day.

The Victorian Minister for Women’s Affairs, Maxine Morand, announced the honours at a lunch attended by leading Australian women including Acting Prime Minister Julia Gillard and Victoria’s Police Commissioner Christine Nixon.

Ms Morand said the 30 women honoured this year had made significant contributions in many areas including the arts, education, science, medicine, engineering, Indigenous affairs, ethnic affairs, community services and health.

“Today, we note the achievements of 30 Victorian women, who have been nominated by the community, for their passion, vision, leadership and commitment to improve the lives of others.

Kathy founded Ardoch 20 years ago to support one young girl’s right to access an education - at the time she was 16 and coming to school from the shelter of a Brotherhood of St Laurence clothing bin. Today Ardoch supports thousands of young people in early learning centres, primary and secondary schools in Melbourne, Geelong, Sunshine and Frankston along with projects in Brisbane and Perth.

“I am deeply honoured to be inducted alongside so many outstanding contributors to our community. Each day it is a privilege to be able to continue the work of Ardoch to support our children to access and remain in education and to help them achieve their dreams.”  Kathy Hilton, OAM
For further information, please contact Janet Inglis on 03 9537 2414.  Photo attached.
Ardoch Youth Foundation has been helping make education a reality for children since 1988, recognizing that issues relating to family breakdown, social disadvantage and the migration experience can make learning difficult. Ardoch works in collaboration with business and community to implement learning and welfare programs and help schools generate the resources needed to keep kids at school.
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